[A case of malignant peritoneal mesothelioma successfully treated with systemic chemothrapy].
A 64-year-old man with a 2-month history of abdominal distension was admitted for transient cerebral ischemic attack. A CT scan revealed massive ascites. Laparoscopy showed multiple whitish nodules on the visceral peritoneum and the omentum. Peritoneal biopsy revealed tumor cells consistent with malignant peritoneal mesothelioma (MPeM). Pemetrexed in combination with cisplatin was administered because it has been reported to be active in patients with MPeM. However his disease progressed. As second-line therapy paclitaxel was tried which yielded a complete response (CR). Eighteen months later he developed abdominal pain of the right upper region where a CT scan showed a mass with surrounding inflammation. As third-line therapy, gemcitabine was administered and again resulted in a CR. He is alive at 3 years from first presenting. Searches for case studies published in medical journals on MPeM were carried out, and 59 cases were analyzed in comparison with this case.